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Minutes – March 3, 2015 
WebEx 
Emergency Care Council 

 
The role of the ECC is to advise the EMSTS Section, DPHHS on issues related to: 
o Development of a comprehensive, data-driven emergency care system 
o Implementation of information systems which support system evaluation and quality improvement 
o Development of emergency care standards, benchmarks and guidelines 
o Strategies which enable the Department to meet emergency care system development needs & national standards 

 
Conference line: Charles Farmer, Joe Hansen, Laura Erickson, Jason Mahoney, Thomas 
Coble, Meridith Cox, Rebeka Wigley, Cindee McKee 

 
Staff:  Jim DeTienne, Shari Graham, Robin Suzor, Alyssa Sexton, Carol Kussman, Mary Hill 

 

Subject Discussion 

Call to Order Meeting was called to order and the minutes of the Dec. 2, 2014 meeting were 
approved. 
 

Updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Lifeline Montana update: Funding for 12-lead acquisition is on-going. AHA 
recently received a sizable contribution that will allow them to begin funding Zoll 
and Philips requests. Currently the grant is funding 12-lead capable equipment for 
transport agencies. Non-transporting agencies may be funded in future rounds. 
 
The STEMI conference was held February 20, 2015 in Bozeman at the Baxter 
Commons. Approximately 300 people were in attendance. 
 
Bob Page will present workshops May 4-5, 2015 in Missoula and May 7-8 in 
Billings. He will be covering 12-lead acquisition and interpretation and 
capnography. 
 
Dr. Simpson held a train-the-trainer session at the STEMI conference to develop a 
group of instructors to teach 12-lead acquisition and transmission throughout the 
state.. 
 
Community Paramedicine bill introduced by BOME looks like it will not be heard. 
Jim will speak on a panel at the MHA Convention that is exploring the role of the 
community health worker.  
 
Air Medical Committee is working on a brief describing the dangers of helicopter 
shopping and the appropriate actions to be taken by sending facilities when a 
flight has been turned down. The brief describes the importance of sharing 
information with other flight services about why a flight was turned down. They will 
also be working on a rules revision for air medical licensing in Montana. 
The committee continues to address communication issues and is working to 
develop a standard communications policy for all Montana Air Medical agencies. 

Updates Cont. 
 
 

“Cardiac Ready Community” Project:  
The Helmsley foundation has funded the Cardiac Ready Community Project.  
A page has been established on the EMS&TS website for the Cardiac Ready 
Community grant. A Cardiac Ready Community will include cardiac arrest 
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recognition campaign, bystander CPR, AED registration, dispatch aided CPR, HP 
CPR for EMS and hospitals, LUCAS Device for EMS and CAHs and data 
collection.  
EMSTS will be working with the University of North Dakota and the 6 other 
Helmsley funded LUCAS device states on a study looking at rural use of the 
LUCAS Device. 
A project manager will be hired for this grant. 
A P.I. workgroup will be formed in year 2 of the grant. 
 

Workgroups LUCAS GRANT “Cardiac Ready Community” Workgroup: This workgroup will 
become active as soon as the “Cardiac Ready Community” lead position is hired. 
Workgroup members: Lauri Jackson, Jason Mahoney, Sean Grabbe, Cindee 
McKee, Seana Borscheim, Kevin Lauer, Don Whalen, Roylene Gaul, Charles 
Farmer and Eileen Jenson. 
 
NEMSIS 3.0 Workgroup: Funding has been approved for new data system. RFP 
will go out this spring for new NEMSIS 3.0 system. Work group will review RFP, 
and crosswalk from V 2.2.1 to V 3. Workgroup will also assess needs for rule 
change. 
Workgroup members: Keith Raymond, Ed Amburg, Mel Holtz, William Farhat, 
Trent Biggers, Kris Long, Don Whalen, Elija Hansen. 
 
EMS SURVEY Workgroup: PrioriHealth has been selected as the contractor for 
the survey. Workgroup currently working survey to go to service managers, ECPs 
and EMS Medical Directors. Workgroup members: Joe Hansen, T.C. Coble, Ed 
Amberg, Justin Grohs and Roylene Gaul, Trent Biggers. 
 
 

EBOLA EMSTS has applied for funding through PHEP for Ebola education. A survey of 
EMS agencies in the State of Montana was conducted with 103 agencies 
responding. The survey revealed that only 47% of the agencies had provided the 
EMS CDC guidance to all of their personnel. 
EMSTS requested funding for: 

 EMS & Dispatch Interface 

 Education (donning and doffing, local protocols for cleaning & 
decontamination, waste disposal). 

 PPE to include fit testing 

 Drills and Exercises 
 
 

EMS Week 
Awards 

Awards will be given during EMS week for EMS System of the Year, EMS Agency 
of the Year and EMS Provider of the Year. A committee was established to review 
the nomination request form and review the nominations. The awards will be 
presented on May 20 (during EMS Week) on the front steps of the Capital. 
Committee: Trent Biggers, William Farhat, Don Whalen, Brian Gootkin, Royleen 
Gaul, Ed Amberg, and Kim Burdick.  
 
 

Strategic Plan The strategic plan will be reviewed at the June 2 face to face. 

Round Table 
 
 
 

Jason Mahoney – MEMSA Refresher was well received. MEMSA is moving in a 
new direction. 
 
Laura Erickson – It has become more difficult to maintain EMTs.  
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Cont. Roundtable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rebekah Wigley – The CDC recently released info stating that Native Americans 
are at the highest risk for motor vehicle crashes. The focus needs to be on 
prevention in this population. 
 
Charles Farmer – Browning is currently seeking a new EMS Director.  
 
Robin Suzor – ECP courses are being offered throughout the State of Montana. 
There is a pediatric disaster drill planned for June 18 and 19 in Billings. 
 
Alyssa Sexton – Funding has been requested from MDT for TEAM courses. 
 
Shari Graham – Funding has been requested from MDT for continued PHTLS 
education throughout the State of Montana.  
PHTLS 8

th
 Edition Instructor Update has been distributed to PHTLS instructors. 

 
 

Next Meeting June 2 face to face in Helena.  

 
 


